
 
 
 

LASER USE BY DENTAL HYGIENISTS 

 
The Board has become aware of numerous attempts throughout the state to promote the 
use of lasers by dental hygienists as a part of soft tissue management.  The use of lasers 
for periodontal pocket reduction by hygienists is not considered within their scope of 
practice and is therefore not permitted by Wisconsin statutes.  At the same time, while it 
is permissible for dentists to use lasers for these procedures, any dentist contemplating 
their use, may want to refer to the Academy of Periodontology’s article entitled, 
“Statement Regarding Use of Dental Lasers for Excisional New Attachment Procedure.” 
 


